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5th March 1936 – 5th March 2011 
 
The Spitfire Society couldn’t miss the opportunity to celebrate  the 75th 
anniversary of the first flight of  the prototype Spitfire!   

 
Our facsimile of K5054 in its temporary hanger at Capel le Ferne 

We felt that we needed to do something a little different to mark this special 
occasion;  what better way than to take our facsimile of K5054 from the 
museum at Tangmere  for an airing in the spring sunshine and show her off to 
the public?  
 
 The Battle of Britain Memorial Trust invited us to the stunning  site at Capel 
le Ferne which they opened a month earlier than usual for the weekend of   the 
5th   &  6th of March. Despite the chill and occasional light mist more than 3000 
visitors came along, many  to sit in the cockpit and empathise.   A very large 
crowd-puller was the promise  of  flying displays over the two days  by Flt. Lt. 
Charlie Brown in Mk V, BM597.  Charlie flew his characteristically poetic 
style, ending with a “soto-voce” shallow dive from 500 ft above the site, 
disappearing, melting,  below the cliff top – only to reappear in a vertical 
climb and return to overhead rolling level and thundering away to the north 
east. When I looked about me I saw tears rolling down the cheeks of  grown 
men.   
 
The helicopters of Action Stations’ “Fly-with-a-Spitfire” experience were 
greatly in evidence  delivering VIPs and thrilling those lucky enough to have 
booked a ride. Even when they landed; few of them could be said to have their 
feet on the ground! Terrific stuff.  You will get the full account from Martin 
King on page….  
 
On 5th March 1936 K5054 took off from Eastleigh airfield at 16.35 for a 
highly successful   maiden flight.  At precisely 16.35 on 5th March 2011  a 
salute was fired at Capel le Ferne as a cork left a bottle of Champaign 
unexpectedly provided by some kind and foresighted person. The alarming 
ricochet off the fuselage then wing of our K5054 was only transcended  by an 
energetic rendition of  “ Happy birthday dear Spitfire” by otherwise entirely 
staid members of the Spitfire Society.  It didn’t do much for the harmony that 
some of us sang “..dear K5054”.  
 

 
 

The  “choir” 

 
The original K5054’s maiden flight lasted 13 minutes so during this rather 
special period  we were delighted to have a telephone call from  Cornwall 
from Mrs Annie Penrose, “Spitfire Annie”, who will celebrate her 100th 
birthday this year and whose father Sir Robert McLean was Chairman of 
Vickers Aviation Ltd and of  the Supermarine Aviation Works (Vickers) Ltd. 
Sir Robert named the aircraft after his “little Spitfire” of a daughter.  We saved 
the cork to give to Annie. 
 

 
Many of you will know that fifteen years ago Bill Williams was the project 
team leader and driving force behind building the Society’s facsimile of 
K5054.  Jeffrey Quill, who was the chief test pilot, acted as advisor and was 
able to describe how the prototype was successively modified throughout its 
three year life.  Our replica represents the aircraft as it was in May 1936 and is 
authentic as of that date.  Many people query details but such was the degree 
of research by the team, the attention to detail and the testimony of the chief 
test pilot that we can safely say that ours is definitive!  This anniversary 
provided an opportune time to honour Bill with the Society’s prestigious 
medallion for outstanding service to the Spitfire Society over a long period of 
time.  

The award was presented to 
him by Gp.Capt. Patrick 
Tootal, the director of the 
BBMT.  Bill’s extra 
surprise was to fly with a 
Spitfire - but we were all 
surprised by a late 
afternoon mist which 
curtailed the Spitfire sortie.  
Bill is currently relishing 
the joys of anticipation  - he 
will fly in sunny weather 
when he can actually see 
the Spitfire. 

    
Bill Williams  receiving his Spitfire Society medallion from Gp. Capt. Tootal 

 
The BBC and the British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS) made a jolly  
good job of presenting the event on television. You can see the footage on our 
website.  Len Dickson gave a first class interview on the BFBS radio and 
yours faithfully gave a spluttering account by way of a preview on Radio 
Kent.  The Spitfire Society received considerable publicity and as a result we 
welcome  about three dozen new members to our ranks.  
 
I was delighted that so many new 
members were either family 
members or individual young 
people. They are the future of the 
Society and stand to  benefit 
from our developing association 
with other organisations 
providing  educational materials 
and facilities.  
 

Abigale; our newest member 
 
Seated in K5054 with the “choir” is Darryl Burge, marketing director of  
Hornby Airfix who flew in with Action Stations ( but not in K5054! ) and 
who is supporting our national model-making competition.  This will  begin in 
May and involve schools and youth groups who will build Airfix Spitfires and 
present them in either a themed diorama (individual or group entry)  or along 
with a historical or creative account demonstrating interest and / or 
scholarship in the subject.  The final judging will take place in November at 
the NEC. 
 

 
 

The seated airman – centerpiece of the site  

 
The Battle of Britain Memorial Trust not only created the National Memorial 
to the Few on its cliff top site but maintains it impeccably.  If you haven’t 
visited it you should find an excuse to do so.  On a quiet evening it is suffused 
with a deep peace  and when  alive with the sound of voices it is a joyous 
place.  The Trust is planning an education centre close to its airy, modern café 
and is now raising funds.  We were pleased to support the effort by inviting 
donations in return for sitting in the cockpit of K5054 on this special day.   
 

David Evans 


